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WATIGNAL TRIBUNE HEAUQUAKRTERS,

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE Headguar-
fers at Chisaro during Lhe Nationanl  En-
campment will be in Parlot K, Palmer
House, nnd all comrades, their wives and
famijies are cordinlly inviied fo call and
They can

mnke themselves at home.
make nppeintments to meet their friends

tothat room

there, and have their mail sent
in our care,

Privare Danzern wants it distinetly
nndersiond that six months ago he pre-
Hicted in Tur NATtoxan Tmipuse that
Evans had to go.

-~

Ix his annual address. the Commander
of the Department of Michigan said: *We
feol the great importance of the Sons of
Neternns nnd Danghters of Veterans, and
ther should be encournged.”

T veterans have more than usual in-
torest in the fate of our Minister to Ching
—AMaj. Edwin . Conger—for he hns
been zn active and enthusiastic comrade
of the G. A. B. He was born in Knox
Co., I, in 1543, and graduated from
Lombard University in 1862, when Le en-
listed in the 1024 11L, serving till the end
of the war, rising to the rank of Cap-
tain, and receiving the brevet of Major
for conspienous galluntry. He then stud-
fed law. gravloating from the Albany Law
School. and began practicing in  Gales.
burg, 1., biut seon removed to Dallas Co.,
Jowa, to cngage in farming and stock
raising. e also went into banking. Niue
years later he was elected Connty Trens-
urer, and then served two terms as State
Trensurer. He served three terms in Con-
gress, and in 1880 I'resident Harrison ap-
pointed him Mivister to Brazil, DPresident
Cleveland retived Lim, but President Me-
Kinley reappointed him, and appointed
Chas. ’age Bryan Minister to China, Mr.
Bryan was not acceptable at Pekin, and
an arrangement was made by which Maj.
Conzer was ent to China and Mr, Bryan
to Brazil. has shown
great ability and courage in the discharge
of hLis duties thus far.

Minister Conger

EVANS'S contest was summarily dis-
posed of by the Repnblican National Com-
mittes at Philadelphia last week. Evaos
appeared before the Committee, and made
A most enrnest sppeal for the seating of
kbis followers. His statemrent of the facts
gounected with the Tennessee Convention
was thorooghly controverted by Repre-
gentatives Brownlow and  Gibson, who
claimed that the Convention was entirely
regular in all itg proceedings, and all the
uncontested Delogntes—Evuns and other-
wise—hnd free access to it, and all their
rights, Evans had found himself heavily
outvoted at all poiots, and carried out a
predetermined bolt. The Committes took
the view expressed by Tur NaTtioNaL
Tmwuxe at the time, that Evans was a
premeditated disturber of the harmony of
the party the moment that he found he
could not coutrol it, and by a unanimous
vote the Committes threw out his contest
and excluded Lis contestees from sents,
The only voice heard in his behalf in the
whole Committee was a  half-hearted
proposition from someone to give each side
a half-vote, but this did not receive an
fnstant’s considerntion from the Commit-

tee, and the proposer did not scem to ex-
pect that it would, There was no seeand
to it, and no argument in favor of it
Evans is now officially placed ontside the
breastwor nently  deserved.
No man in the country has hurt the Re:
publican party so much as he,

g, ag he en

Tine Boers linve at last developed a
General of somie capacity in the person of
Commandant Louis Boths, who a year
ago was a pale-faced civitian, who proha-
bly knew less ahout war than almost any
other man in the South African Republie,
But Lie recently fought a two days’ battle
with Roberts’s mueh superior forces, foiled
his fanking movements, extending over a
front of 30 miles, inflicted a pretty heavy
loss on the British, and then safely with-
drew hiz own army, withont the loss of a
cannon, or any considerabile stores or nm-
munition. This gives Lord Roberts canse
for refleetion. e ean no longer march
unmolested whither he will with widely
separated  and  wnsupported columns.
Botha is at last doing what the rebels did
at the outset of our war, in keeping ad-
vised of his ¢nemy’s movements snd at-
tacking isolated columns. But he Is prob-
ably too lute to accomplish more than to
enable the Dopers to end the war with some
eredit, and possibly better terms,

-

The Virginia penitentiary guards need
to have their eyos tested. A unegro cun-
wict blackeued Lis white stripes with inl
and walked past the guards to liberty,

COURT OF PENSION APPEALS,

Elsewhere we give the full text of the
hiil creating the Court of Pension Ap-
jeals, thut every veteran and friend of the
veterans may earefully study its provis-
ions, and all join with ng in endeavoring
to muke it earry out the objects we have
in view., To do this it is vitally neces-
snry that the bill have the very best
thonght of every friend of the veterans,
that its langnage may be made onmis-
tnkable, and its provisions ufailibly ac-
complish the end in view.
The ohjeets to be aeeomplizsiied by the
institution of the Court are:
1. To give every pension on the roll,
or to be put on the roll, the authority and
sianetion of a judicial detcrnination, which
will ¢nd all eavii at the right of any in-
dividnal to be there, and satisty the peo-
ple beyond question that the money ¢x-
peaded for pensions is rightfally given to
prersons to whom it is lawfully owed.
2. To remove the pension roll from the
sport, caprices, and distorted prejndices of
the man who st any time happens to be
Commissioner of Pensions, The man or
woman who has a pension should be made
as secure in its possession as the man
who teceives from the United States n
deed to his land, or a pateut for his in-
vention.
3. To judicinlly interpret and apply the
pension laws. Lor seven years now the
lnws passed by Congress have been the
subject of the distorted views of the men
who have been Commissioners of Pen-
They have sald that thd laws
mwennut something  totally  differcnt from
what Congivss had in mind whon passing
them: they have nullified sowme very in-
partnnt lnws,
Intely disregarded still othops,
tolerable that
with executing the laws, should do this.
The Court of Petision Anpeals is intended
to apply to the Commissioner of Pensionus
the judicial correctives established for all
the other ministerial officers of the Goy-
ernment, but which the Commissioner of
Pensions Las so far Iacked.
The duty Lefore us now is to critically
scan this bill, discuss its provisions among
vurselves, look for every possibility of fail-
ure in any word, phii=c or line, to accom-
plish the ends we desire, and, if this is
found, to make such amendment as will
put the matter beyond any doubt. The
pnssage of the bill will naturally be antag-
onized by the Secretary of the Interior,
whose powers and prerogalives it dimin-
ishes; by the Commissioner of Peusions,
whom it curbs and restrains, and by that
large and infloen{ial class who prefer to
hinve the pension business remain as it is,
where they can contrel it, rather than
bave claims settled in conurt ns a matter
of right and justice, and nccording to a
Jndicial determination of the laws and
The bill, therefore, will be at-
tacked upon its pussare, and afterward it
will be souzht to nullify it. Cousequently,
we must not only put forth all our ef-
forts to secure its passnge, but we must
give it all possible stody and thought, to
1t

~iouns.

perverted others, and abso-
It is in-
suboidinate, charged

nay

evidence,

ke it as perfect as possible, and infoili-
ble in securing its ends. e have had
too many prouising laws turned into Dead
Sen apples to rin the risk of any more.
And the one special danger that we
must provide ugainst is that of the Court
aidopting the leisurely methods of Courts
We want it carefully provided
that when the Conrt adopts a rule or
makes an interpretation, that this shall
apply to all ciises of that class, and that
the Commissioner must immediately pro-
ceed to gdjudicate them in anecordancoe
with it.  Time is everything to the claim-
ant, and we must secore a rapid cleaving
up of the docket. Having once laid down
a rule, the Court can order the Commis-
sioner to immediately proceed to allow all
coves folfillivg those conditions. In auy
cuse where hie fails to do this within a
vensonnble time the aggrieved party can
Uring Lim inte Court, and secore a man-
damus. There is no reason why this can-
uot be done, and substantially every claim
uow on file in the Pension Bureau settied
within a year or two at the mast.

The first thing to do is to have cvery
Congressinan pledged to push the passage
of the bill as svon as Congress reassemliles
in December, so that it shall become a law
before the holiday recess, Let them not
juggie about the terms of the Lill, Theo.
may and probably will be some verpal
changes in the Lill, but as it stunds it is
substantially what we want, and what
we should demand to have. Secure their
pledges to support the bill substantially
as it la. We can in the meanwhile care-
fully discuss the bLill, and make any
changes in {ts verbiage that we may de-
cide upon as desirnble. Here is the bill
in fulll Let us suggest to the comrades
to cut it ont, paste it upon n large shest
of paper, to study it the betler, and note
any changes suggesting themeelves,

sencrally.

SoME of the Posts are b
passing resolutions eondemnatory of Hen-
ry Cluy Evans, lest they thelr
members to bis vindictiveness in regard to

itating about

CX[rive

pensions already  allowed, or claims on
file, It will be noticed that we do not
publish the names of the oflicors of the
Posts—only the names of the Posts, The
other copy goes to the DPresident at the
White Houge, Certalnly they will not be
given up to the Commissioner of Pen-
sions. The right of petition to the Presl-
deut is one of the most sacred of Ameri-
can eltizenship. Those making it must
never be exposed to the wrath of the
recreant ofticial of whom they complain.
Further, the response will be so general
that individnals will be lost sight of. *You
cannot indiet a Nation,” said Buorke.
Heory Clay Evans cannot persecnta the
whaole Gn'md Army of the Ropublle,
ey s :

Tur *“war” ls certainly over in the
Philippines. But the islands are fearfully
overrun  with “ladrones”—rolilors
thieves. They bave been the seanrge of
the archipelngo for centurics, They fur-
uished a large part  of ke “Jlalay pi-
rates” of whom we nad to read so wuch,
The Spaniurds vever alteapted (0 more
than keep them in cheok. They will rap-
idly disappear under the vigorous poliey
of the Americans, just as the Lrigands
who used toe be the curse of Moxico dis-
appedred under the vigurocus policy of

Porfirio Diaz.

-
Ness.

and |

THE CHINESE PROBLEM,

Toe gravity of the situation in China
seems to inerense with every hour, and
the people look for the next telegrams with
the deepest anxiety. Whatever may bave
been Russia’s original  designs, she has
stirred up a storm that is fearful in its out-
ook, Just how far the present disturbance
taay reach only Divinity enn foresee, Ttmay
bhe that it is the long-prophesied “‘awak-
ening of the Chinese peaple,” when they
will besin by overthrowing, massacreing
and driving ont the _mlim: Tartar custe,
which have dominnted the country for
The Tartars came into
the country and took possession of its
Government in 1644, It i= estimated that
there are about 20,000,000 of these, who
rale about SSOLO00000 Chinese, or 1 to
every 19 gennine Chinese. The ery of
“Chipna for the Cliincse’ may be, and prob-
ably is, as much directed aguinst the Tar-
tar rulers as aeainst the Western: for-
eigners.  If this be the case then chaos
Ias come in China, and will continue until
some combination is made suflicient to re-
store order. The question will then be
whether there is anywhere in China apy
st of men from whom this can be hoped,
or whether it will have to come from the
outside. There are immense nunbers of
very able men in China, of non-Tartnr
biood, but whether any of these have saf-
ficient tulents for leadership in such an
cmergency may well be doubted. Here-
tofore no Chinaman has shown any en-
pacity for pelitical and military leader-
ship. This may be becansp any such man
hns been promptly ent off by the Tartar
rulers.  Im any other country such a man
might be expected to come up in a day
frorn among the common people, ns Na-
poleon did iu France, Lineoln in this coun-
try, Andreas Hefer in Tyeol, Cromwell
in Fngland, ete., ote. Jut China
exception to all countries.
to work there,

If order is to he restored from the out-
side, then the burden will fall upon the
United States, Great Dritnin and Japan.
Germany, I'rance and Italy ore too far
away to have a strong infloence in such a
gizantic task as this may become. The
experience of the Italian troops in Afriea
shows them to be of little value in eom-
fliet with masses of semi-civilized people.
Furthermore, the Italinn Treasury s
bankrupt and in no condition for the drain
of foreign expeditious. France and Ger-
many are net in any condition to send a
considerable foree that distanee from
home and supply it: They would have to
<omd eversthing and everybody more than
half-svay around the world, Russia is at
present considerably in evidence, but she
will quickly pass out, if the task becomes
one of any magnitude, In spite of her
territory adjeining that of China for thou-
sands of miles, and in spite of her Si-
herian railread, she is in reality much far-
ther away than either
Her Siberian railrond 5 not com-

over 350 reaps,

is an
No rule secems

Franee or Ger-
DYy,
pleted, and it would be of very limited
enpacity if it were. It is a single track,
U,000 miles long, through a country with-
out present resources or settlers, amd sub-
ject to all the mishaps that a new, bodly
constrocted road through a wild country
alware is. Eveén were it in the best pos-
sible shape, it would be o very poor de-
pendence for any considerable hody of
men 6,000 miles awny from their coun-
try. Another obstacle is in the notorious
incompetency and rascality of the Rpssian
army eystem, It proved atterly unable
to take care of an aruny as nenr as the
Ciimen, and again in the Danubian Val-
ley, and probuahly has not improved since
the last Turkish svar. Then the Russinn
troops, when onee outside thwir country,
die off at an appalling rate, Russia 1ony
have 40,000 men along the Chinese border
now. If so, it will puzzle her to muster
4 pood, strong division on Chinese soil in-
gide of two months. '
On the other hand, Japan has an army
of about 300,000 men, quite near the scene
of operations, and supported by a stronger
navy than any other power than Great
Britain or we can ¢oneentiate in Eastern
waters. What valoe the Japanese troops
will Lave for great modern military op-
erations remains to be determined. They
showed up pretty well In the war with
China, but there was not much test in that
strugele.
Great Britain has 54,000 white soldiers
in Hindustan, and 130,000 in pative reg-
wients,  As there is uo particular trouble
in India at present, she should be able
to detach o vere strong army for opera-
tions in China, and supply it from IHin-
dustnn, Australin, New Zealand and ber
other poss
As for curselves, we can prohabiy spare
at once a division from Manils. ‘This
cotild be reinforved quickly by doy num-
lier of troops from the United Stotes, if

silons,

they were noeded,  The Spauish war vel-
nntecrs could bhe made rendily availalile,
cither to tuke the places of e troops now
in the Philippines, or go directly to China.

At present writing it seems impossible
that we should avold taking some part in
the strugpie. Our Flag bas been insulted,
our Minkster is cut off from communica-
tion with his Government, and mny e
murdered, with his fumily, now or at any
dny in the future; our war vessely have
been fired on, have returned the fire, and
compelled the surrender of their pusail-
apts, Then our immense commercial in-
terests in Chinn—present and prospective
—demand action. We must maintain our
prestige there. 1f we go in, we must go
in strongly. 1t will be cheaper and bet-
ter in every way to act decisively and
strougly now. Just what ean and shonld
Le done remging to be® deterained, but
there should be any half-way  busi-
The wore energy we throw into onr
poliey the hetter it will be in the end. Ir
|iz is peocvsnry (o 2end a slvang army to
Pekin we should do it promptly and an-
Ninchingly. dilntion or hesitation will
be excecilingly o stly fin the end.

Lot

- - =

N, MacAnronur hus an eminently
vorreet iden of the =olition of the Plilip-
pige guestivae. It s “to plant Awmericin in-
slitutions"” He is very sunguine that wlen
Lthe practical workings of Americun laws
and wethods develop the Filipinos will be-
towe the most contented and loyal of peo-
ple. .

Veteran

Copyrighted, 1809, by the publishers of THE NaTIoNAL
TRINUNE
Two Days and Nighta More in the Home of
the Hauntis,

When 8i and Shorty ronsed the boys to
remove to the vicigity of the rained cabin,
it was found that their condition was far
worse than they had feared. The food
had brightened them op the night before,
but pow they were all in a state of more
or less total eollapse, as weil as cach sof-
fering from individoal ailments,

tiid Mnekall, who had suddénly shot ap
to the hight of a tali man, with only a
boy’s stamina and strength, was in the
worst shape of all. He lay, incapable of
motion, in the beating hot snn, his eyes
cloged, his mouth wide open, and his hands
anid limbs reluxed into utter limpness. The
conmers of his mouth fell into an expres-
sion of pitiable goneness. Apparently 5i
might as well have shaken and seolded
and tried to infuse animation into one of
the rotten limbs of the trees which cum-
bered the ground.

Alf. Russell’s tair, girlish skin had been
=0 whipped by the brush, torn by briers,
poisaned by noxions plants and stung by
irsects that his face, neck and hands were
ruffed wp out of all humun semblance,
and e wns so sore that he only replied
with a groan to Ni's difections to rise and
wove farther up hill

Searcely less distigured, Monty Seruggs
had slso a raging fever,

Harry Joslyu's dark skin had been
proof against the ivy aud poison osk, and
his lithe form had earried him throngh
the brush with less damnge than befell
his bulkier and more lumbering compnu-
wns,

A thorn had ron into Sandy Baker's
leg, and Pete was eryving over o very pain-
ful stone-bruise on his foot. Shorty foumid
a sharp thorn, with “which he pricked
Pete’s stone-briise, giving hita some o
lief, and then picking him up in his anns,
earried him up the il and set him down
in the shade of  the ehlmney, whither
Sandy Baker hoblled amd was joined later
by Harmry Jozlym nnd Al Rossell. 8i
end Shorty carried Gl Mackall and
Monly Scruegs up, and laid them onder
the shade of n spreading walnut, brenk-
ing bunches of eedir boughs to pluce un-
der their heads for pillows,

“That gent,” remoarked Shorty, pointing
over his shoulder with his thumb at the
skeleton, “"when he had meat on him must
've had to drick water occasionally. And
had to have it to wash out his gun, if for
nothin else,  So there must "ve bin a
spring somewhere around here, I'm goin®
to hunt it. If we kin git pienty o water
and take a good wash all arcund, it'll
revive us.  We must have water anyway,
for Monty: Scruggs hag bin mpauin’ for

| £

He took a survey of the fall of the
zround and the direction one would be
likely to go from the door for water, and
broke his way threngh the peach thicket
in the direotion of the little hollow, where
he was rewarded by fimding a good spring
ahout the gize of @ tub, walled up to the
hizht of two or three feet with rough
stones and bhaving' a plentiful supply of
clear, cool water,

“tur friend uwp there,” soliloguized
Shorty, ns he broke down the brush to
Latter pot nt the spring and drove away
n calony of Lissing, wriggling  snakes,
“who's bin Inyin’ out in  the wenther
Lleachin® for the Tnst coon's age, probabiy
bad his foults. He carried his family
rows too far, and wasn't lively enongh in
his skirmish taeties, but he knowed the
valpe of a good spring -and took some
puins to fix it up. He must "ve bin an un-
vsual kind of n Geor®in to huild that
rock wall, The most of "em are too lazy
to even put in a syeamore gum.”

He took a good wash in the stream be-
fow the spring, not forgetting his tivred
aud inflamed feet.  He folt immeasurably
better for the removal of the grime of
thelr daye and nights ¢f harried travel,
and Lig next thomezht was to give the rest
the benefit of simdlar relief, He went
boek snd encried IPote to the spring, where
he undressed and gave him n thorough
washing and also washed his clothes,

“Taint as good n job by n jugrfal as
vour twother wonld ’'ve  done,” he re-
marked, hanging the gurments up on the
brush to dry, “bat it beats nothin® gl hel-

or.

*Deed it does,” Pete murmured grate-
fully, % he hunted a shade in which to
lie down, where there were no stubs or
briers to lascorate his tender naked skin.
“I Waint half so0 tired now, and my feet
dow’t huet searcely ot all. You bent moth
er woshing. You b'aint ve rings on your
fingep.™

He bound a penltice of wet peach leaves
avonmd Pete’s stome-bruise, which greatly
casod bis aching little  foot, and made
Sandy Baker, Hurry Joslyn and Al Rus-
well arise, go to the spring and wash them-
seives nnd their clothes.  Alf. Russell's
medieal turn took the shape of lreaking
off the limbs of a young white onk and
using the bark for poultices for their hurts,
nid they all found great relief from the
bitter astringency.

Shorty looked aronnd for something in
which to carry up water with which to
wush (2id Mackall and Monty Scruggs.
Among the decayed household utensils he
found a rusty iron pot, whose thick sides
liad not yet been eaten through, though
the bLail was long sinee gone. He im-
provised n bail out of a hickory withe,
and patiently cnrricd up enough water to
wive s pood washing to Gid’s and Monty's
faees, hands and feet, Both were great-
Iy revived, began to show signs of ani-
mation, and drank profuscly of the wel-
come cool water onut of the rusty pot.

In the meanwhile 8i had gone down
to the big road to wateh for Unecle Eph-
rnim and Aunt Minerva Aunn. 1t was
nearly poon, and yet the negroes hond not
appenred, nor could 8i find any sigu that
they had heen ‘there, But he felt confi-
dent that they would come, and taking n
sent which cammanded a view of the road
as fur as the sprivg, he putiently waited
their appearance.

An elderly man ¢ame nup the road from.
the rvight, stopped ot the grateful sight
of the eool water In the syenmore gum,
divmounted, knelt down, and took a tong
drink of the corystal draft, watered his
horse, pulled off hig hat, wiped his steam-
ing forchead, and brushed n Lothering fiy
from his horse.  The sound of slow,
weakly-moving hoofs came from the other
divection, The mun looked up, and pres-
cutly saw coming around the turn five or

siv rebel soldiers, riding thin, sorely-jaded
horses. Al had, Bloody bandages about

same part of thelr persons, and they sat
their Lurm-g limply.

“Good day, gentlemen,” said the first-
comer, who secmed  to recognize them.
“Why, what's the mattel, boys? Yo' all
seem to ‘v been having  pretty rough

{ i

1 !

“Reckon we'uns done have, Jedge,” re-
Jied the leader, dejectedly. “The Yan-
e envaley done strick we'uns up at the
erossin® of the Ulecofauhachee, "bout 10
mile  from  here, and  jest maualed
we'nne up for Gawd's sake. Bledsoe's
valry come up ter help we'uns, an’
weluns finally stood they'uns off, an' druv
‘e baek acrost the river. Buot bell wuz
out thar fer noon, fer awhile, I tell yo',
and they'uns made a hull pile o* the boya
tnke the trip.  Trussell's cavalry never
rol sich a lambastin® afo’ in all hit's born
days. Say, Jedze, yo' done tole we'nns
:rn'..' :l-: wah that the Yankees wouldn't
ont.’

“And they won't,” said the Judge, pos-
itively. “Who ever heard of a Yankee
fighting® '"They've hired a lot of Dutch
and Irish to come down byah and do their
fighting." I

“Twuzn't no Dutchman nor Irishman
what come nigh splittin’ my head with
Lis saber. Kin tell Dwarch sud  Trish
when 1 hear ‘em talk, This one looked
fer all the world like that thar Yankee
thut come down through onre settlement
jest afo’ the wah, fixin® cotton gins. And
he tatked in that same singy way when he

said, ‘Yo' consarned rebel whelp, ' let

a little daglizht Into yer musty skull.’
An' he come blamed nigh doin' hit,”

“I done heared some o the boys say
hit wuz a Michigan eritter company that
jumped we'uns,” ventured one of the oth-
ers. “But 1 don't keer whar they'uns
come from. They'uns waz wuss'n a pas-
sel o' entamounts, They'uns wuz every-
whar io less'n a mionit, 1 serd the one
whnt basted Bill hyah slash Jeb Wilson's
head off with hix long sword, then whack
Tate byah, nn’ break his arm, an’ then
pounce onter Bill, all while I woz shovin’
down n eattridge ter shoot him, an® I
done missed him arter all, fer bo woz fiy-
in® erbont like a wild-cnt, an® 1 conldn't
gil no sort o head onter him, an' while
I was follerin® ‘him erbout with my gun
another Yank pecled me over the head an’
Enocked ane outen my sadidle, while an-
other jobled me in the silde with his
sword ter make me fall harder. An' =20
hit waz with every blamed one o they-
un=, Therun: wuz all over the field in
the battin' of an eye. When they'uns
fust Jomped we'uns thar dido't seem so
mnny o theyuns as thar wonz o we'uns,
but when they'uns let theirselves out thar
=cermed o million o they'uns, fer they'uns
Jest flew romud everywhar faster'n a nest
o' hornets.”

“Jedze,” snid the leader, “so" used ter
tell we'uns that one o' we'uns could lick

“A LINE OF NEGROES OF BOTH SEXES AND ALL AGES WITH EVERY EYE

AND MOUTH OPEN

five Yonkees any day, didn't you?"

“I may have said something like that
then, and I believed it said the Judge,
with reddening face. “And I believe it
".I:h when there's anything like a fair
show.”

“Weil, my place in the company’s
ter yo' for some weeks tiil I git wen o'
this crack on my noddle, Yo' haint had
uo "sperience yit foutin' Yankees. Yo' go
up thar an' take my place an' yo'll done
find monty quick that yo'll have yer hands
plum full downin' that thar one Yankee
who whacked me. [ thought that I wuz
quicker'n a eat, but be wuz all 'round me
afo’ T could git my gun off. Go up an’
try hit onct, Jedge.”

After some more chaffing of the Judge,
giving him the story of the fight in detail,
and informing him that they were on
their way home to  get  well of their
waounds, he rode off, while those of them
who were able to dismount got down pain-
fully, drank copiously of the water, and
landed drinks to those who could uot get
out of their saddles.

They soaked their bandages, which
were tiff and prinful, and finnlly rode off
toward their severnl homes,

“Our cuvnlry only 10 miles off,” thought
Si, with o great exultation in his heart,
“We onght to git to them in a single
night, if the boys conld enly walk, They
ean't tonight, though. Mebhhe they’ll be
able tomnrrow nizght, if we kin git some-
thing to live on till then.”

As the rebels disappeared around the
bend in the road, the bushes on the side
opposite 8i openced to reveal the broad
fice, surmounte]l by a turban, of Aunt
Minerva Ann.  She locked cautiously up
ul down, to see that the coast was en-
tirely clear,

“It's all right, Aunty. Ther're gone,
and here I am, waitin® for von,” said Si.

“Hross de Lord,” she ejscuniated fer-
vently. “Didn’t de hamnts tly away wid
yo', nur eat yo' up, nur do nuflin® ter yo'
last nizht?”

“Nothin® at all,” answered 8. “Didn’t
Bother vs a bit. Haunls know their biz-
nizs. They give Yaukees a wide berth, I
tell rou.”

“Gracions me, I wuz 8o skeored erbout
yo' T couldn’t close my eyes. 1 prayed
ter e good Lord tiawd ter take keer ob
yo', an’ sabe yo' Com de harnts de last
Ving lnst night an’ de fust ting dis mawn-
in". Den I'd git skeered sometines t'ink-
in® mebbe yo' wuz hnents yo'selves, jest
takin® «dat shape ter fool po' niggebs, 1
titlked dat-a-way ter Eph'aim, but he gaid
I fone #ho’ yo' wuz rayle meat-nn’-
bone Yaukee. Harnts conldn’t est an’
drink an’ lnugh laneck yo’uns done. Eph-
‘nim’s an ole fool erbout most tings, but
he knows some mouty well”

“Don't you have any doubts about ounr
bein® real tlesh and blood Yankees, Aunty.
If you kpowed how tired and sore and
hnngry we are, you'd understand that we
were flesh, and mighty weak, suflfering
flesh, as the preacliers say, at that. Did
you bring us something to eat, Aunty?”’

O Poeed T has, honoy. 1's bin a bakin’
an’ a-bilin® an' a-brilin' all  de blessed
mawnin' ter git sumfin fer yo' all. 1 had
ter get my ole man's dinner besides, an’
take hit out ter him. Den 1 had ter sneak
hit ull past de oberseer nn' de big hoose,
Lut let Aunt Minervy Ann alone fur dat.
Dey all t'ink demselves powerful cun-
nin’, but dey've got ter git up mouty airly
in de mawnin’ ter git ahead ob me. Eph-
‘aim wanted ter come erlong, but I
wouldn't let him. He'd sPiIe chheryt’ing
an’ git eotched, sho, He's splay-footed
wid his wind same’'s he is wid his feet.
He had no mo' gumption in Lis feet dan
a mud-turkle. 1 got de vittels right back
dar, an' I'll done bring 'em ter you'. Keep

ror eye pecled for folks a-comin’.”

She prescutly renppeared with a split-
hickory basket on her head and a gallon
jug in her hand.

“Bring it rizht over here, Aunty,”
called Si from his side of the rond.

“No, sah,” she sald, most decidedly.
“Nary a step will yo' git me on dat side
ob de road. I'mn jest as nigh dem harnts
as I's n-gwine"”

*“Very weil, 'll come over there for it.”

Si glapeed up and down the road to see
that all was clear, and then crossed to
the other side. He found that the ju
contained milk from the spring-house, an
in the basket covercd with cabhnge-leaves
were vorn-dodgers, still hot from the oven,
and a rogst pig. :

“Jost t'ink,"” said Aunt Minerva Ann,
as Si gloated over the viands, “I ackchel-
ly done went an' killed one ob dem lubbly
leetle shosts, an' roasted hit—all fer dat
leetle teenty Yankee. I doune hated or-
fully ter do hit, fer I'd sot my lheart on
raisin’ dem shoats, but I rassled In pra’t
ober hit, an' hit seemed ter me dat my
lights tole me dat I wuz layin® up treas-
ures in heaben, where de moth don't cor-
rupt nur de thieves break in an' steal
It hit hadn't 'a bin fer dat leetle teenty

boy I wouldn't 'a done hit. I could see
his eyes all de time. Yo' must gib hin
n_hine-quarter and some ob de spare-

“Ile shall have them, Aunty, and I
never kin thauk you ewough for this. If
you live a handred vears you'll never do
anything betwr'n this. The Lord'll re-
ward you for it, if we don't. We'll be
back lLere, 1 hope, in a few weeks, with
the army, and I'll see that you get re-
warded for it."

*Good-by, now. Take mons'ous guod
koor ob dat leetle teenty Yankce, an’ lat
lim had gil de nice parts of dat pig. Me
an' Eph-aim 'll come ober dis ebenin’
some time, an' bring yo' some mo' vit-
tels. De on de look-out fer us. Squall
{ﬂl’.k a cat-bifd ter let we'uns know yo're
har””

Si hurried back to the ruined cabin
with kiz supply of food, and found the
boys aft awnke, except. Monty Scruggs

- o

and Gid Mackall, and quite anxions about ’
him. Monty's fever had abated, after his |
bath, and he had fallen into a henvy
sleep.  Gid Mackail was al<o usleop, Lat |
it looked lesa alarmingly like denth than |
his morning slumber.

“Well, boya, Providenee smiles on us
agin,” said Sk, as he set down his Tond ¢
nmong them. “This time Providence
moves in a4 mysicricus way Hiz wonders |
to perform, throngh a colored gentleman |
amd lady. See what they've bhrought ns”

There was an exclamation of delight as |
he produced the corn-bread from the eab-
bage-leaves, and the delight bwecame mild
poxtasy when be rovenled the roast pig,
snd told them that the jugz contained milk
fresh from the spring-hotise.

“Prte’s to have the first clivice of the |
pig. nnd all that he wants, before any o
the rest of us” said Si, laying ont the
food, *“I promised that to Aunt Nervy
Acn. It it hado't bin for him she \ruultf-
n’'t've killed the pig. So, Pete, what part
shnll 1 cut for you?"

“1 bhate to begin eating  withont Gid
Mackall,” said Poete, looking anxionsly to
ward the motionless form and face of
(id Mackall, *Can’t we rouse Lim to eat
some? He is so fond of ronst pig, ITe'd
j _He's always
_pig hLelil have

enjoy it more'n any of us.
talking about the roast
when Lie gets back home,"

e

TO THE WIDEST."

A ripple-like movement passed over
Gid Mackall's face, and his limbs
twitched a little,

“I really believe Gid's coming to,” ex-
claimed Pete, running over to him, with
a piece of the fragrant ham of the pig in
bis hand, which be inadvertently brought
near (Jid’s nose as he stooped down to
examine him.

*Who—said—any—thing—abont—roast
—pig?’ guasped Gid, slowly opening his
@]

i,

,Both he and Monty aroused sufficiently
to partake of a share of the food.

“It's useless to think of goin' om to-
night." said Si, sadly, after they had fin-
ished cating, and he had told of the near-
ness of the Union cavalry. “I'm just
crnzy to get on, but we can’t march, and
that's all there is of it. We must stay
here at lepst until tomorrow, and cooper
ourselves up. Do, boys, rest all you kin,
and get yourselves in shape to move.”

But neither he nor Shorty could take
his own ndvice, The mnetrness to the
Union lines excited them far more than
anything which had oceurred since they
had left prison, They tried to set the
boys the example of lying still and rest-
ing, but in vain. The moment they would
lie down and close their eyes, the very
deathlike stillness of the place wounld
make them fancy they heard in the dis-
tanee the roar of cannon and the patter
of musketry, and they would spring up,
and strain their eyes toward the north,
to confirm their ears. The little films of
white vapor that lay Inzily slong the
northern horizon they were sure were
clouds rising from a battery in action,
and Bi reminded Shorty how much they
resembled the smoke from our cannon on
the mountain side, in the advance upon
Chattanooga, just before Chicknmauga.

Far to the north, and standing out in
bold relief above the waves of mountains,
towered a lofty dome of naked granite,
which they knew must be Stone Moun-
tain, that loomed up before them when
with Shermnn’s army advancing upon At-
Innta.  This added to their excitement,
and Shorty even waxed to thnt(;;it.ch that
he could distinetly make ont Old Glory
floati ¢ from one of the shoulders of the
mountain.

“Do lay down and rest, Shorty,” ex-
postulated Si. “You'll wear yourself plum
out, and break down just when you need
your strength most.  "Paint right.  You'll
need all your strength to help pull the
boys through. You go lay down, and I'll
go and shin up that tall tulip tree
there, and take a good survey o' the coun-
ll'!'."

“I'll go lay down for a couple hours,
on the agreement that you will then.
You're the one that vught to be restin'.
You're doin® more hard work than I am,
and you're not pear in as good shape to
stand it. Now, remember, you're not to

let me sleep more'n two hours"
From the top of the stately tulip tree,
which rose rufly 150 feet ahove the

ground, Si had a  splendid view of the
surrounding country. He could mnke out
camips in the open ground, and see thin
columns of smoke rising from where oth-
ers were loeated in the woods, and was
sure that some banks of red earth far
away to the left were breastworks and
forts. Some of those tinges of eolor here
and there in the hazy horizon were cer-
tainly flags. Were they Union or rebel?
He wounld give years of his life to know.
He drank it all in, and the sight intoxi-
cated him so that he forgot the pnssage
of time so that the afternoon wnas more
than half gone, when he heard Shorty
calling from the buse of the tree:

“Here, 8i, come down and lay down,
rit some rest, and let me come up there.
What do you see?"

“l think our nrmy’s layin® right over
thera at the foot of Stone Mountain,”
snid Si, almost breathless with interest and
excitement, as he slid down the trunk, and
stond beside his partner, “There's luts o'
camps over there, nnd I thought several
times T could muke out our flug, and sce
blne uniforms.”

“*Well, go and lay down, and let me go
up and watch awhile. 1 kin ses further'n
yon, anyway,” answered Shorty, with vis-
ible excitement, “Monty and Gid seem
much pearter'n they did st noon, and all
the boys arve livelier. Mebbe if we make
them rest and nnrse theirselves we kin
start out o' here tomorrow night.™

Again 8i tried to lic down and go to
sleep, for he felt mortally tired from his
long perch in the tree. But the moment
he closed Lis eyes his ears rang with the
murmur of distant cannonading and muns-
ketry. Then he felt that he must arise,
look the boys over, and ses what he conld
do to make them fit to travel. Those
who counld walk he took down to the
spring for another thorough bath, and he
acted on Alf Russell’'s idea of making
poultices for their hurts of white oak
bark. He E.w Monty and Gid a good
washing, and was grateful to find signs of
marked improvement,

Then he busied himself breaking down
brush to make them beds for the night,
only allowing them to help wmoderately. in
order to reserve their strength for other
demnands upon it.

Shonﬁ id not come down till after
dark. e had waited to see the camp-
fires ttvinkling among the trees, and so
confirm his daylight observations of the
location of the camps. He was more ex-
cited than Si had Leen, for be was sure
that he had distinguished severnl Union
flags in the distance, and had recogoized
a headguarters banner by its shape, on
one of the spars of Stone Mouutain,

Sl gnd he went down to the road to
fook for Uncle Ephraim and Aunt Ainer-
¥a Aun.

. They could sce no one on the road, nor
hear-any sound, and Si gave ns good an

Instantly it scemed as if the woods on the
other side were full of eat-birds, ond as
S1advanced to the edge of the road there
was i rush theough the bushes on the op-
posite side, nil 2 line of negroes of both
wexes and all ages broke cover, and came
out with every ere and mouth open to the

widest.  Si stopped back  into  cover,
startled by the appavition.

Reep Iyr ! Keep back, §o' fool
niz 'n raim enlled out indiz-

n

“What foh yo' done mean, all
armin® down byah lack a flock ob pat-
vidges?  Didin't 1 done tole yo' all dat
yo© mnstn’t eome down hyah? Hit'd make
sch o ruetion dat hit'd spile gll? Dis +
Lyah's a gront secret, hit am.”

“Please, Uncle Eph'm, 1 wanted to =ee
de Yaukees my own self, wid mwy own

“[ didn"t belieb ro” ragly had =2ny Yan-
kees, ho, ho,—an” I wanted ter see whed-
dir yo! wuz dreamin’ as yo' Jinerully s

“Jest le’ me sof my eyes on dem once,
an” I'll go right stranicht back.”
“We'nns all wanted ter bring um suoth-

ter eat, too”

“Pon’t be hoggish erbont yor Yankees,
Uncle Eph'mu. We'uns has got jest nw
good a rizht ter sce um, an’ help um, as
¥o' hns” were among  the expressions
that made up the chorng in reply to Uncie
Ephraim's protest.

“Jist lick dat ole fool Eph,” =aid "Ner-
vy Ann, to 8i and Shorty, who had crossed
the road to her, while Ephraim was bust-
ling ariund among the rest.  “He never
kin keep naflin' ter hisself, so he can't.
He wuz so big wid his secret dat he had
ter take eblery nigeeh on de place off ter
one side an’ tell him, an’ den make him
promise ter keep his secrot. IHitll be a
Guwd’'s mercy if dey don’'t hyak ob hit
up ter de hig house. Better take all dat
dey've done bruns yo', an’ shoo dem away
lack seat. How's de leetle Yanukee?"

“He's doin” very well, thankee,”

“I'm jest a-dyin’ ter see him agin. All
de wimmen folks is. Bring him down ter-
morrer mornin’. 'l had him sumfin’ nice
ter eat. Hist, 1 t'ink | hear soms one
comin® down de road. Git de t'ings 'm
dose folks, an’ shoo dem awnz.”

The others eaught the alarm. and rap-
illly passing their gifts to Si and Shorty,
disuppeared in the brush. Fach one had
brourht sompthing—eorn dodgers, sweot
potatoes, bits of their bacon rations, ete,
ami one contributed a good-sized water-
mielin,

Si and Shorty lsd only time to gather
their stock back into the bruszh and eronch
down, when a man and woman rode by
from some neighborly visit,

Including the watermelon Si and Shorty
fonnd that they bad moch more than they
conld earry.

“I've never bin a Black Abolitionist,”
said Shorty, surveving the neeanmulation,
“but T am the blackest kind from this
minnte. Think o' them poor people tac-
ing so much o their grub, and they haint
any too much, to give us. We'd be skunks
if we didn't fizht to free them. Hereaf-
ter I'm goin' to be browner than old John
Brown ever was. You hear me.”

They bad to make two trips, and call
in the services of " Heorry Joslyn and
Sandy Baker to get all their food up ta
u‘i “s?;" e of Si and Shoj

n te of a riy's misgivin
Monty could eat ravenously of the wnt@
melon. When he woke up the next morn-
ing his fever was entirely gone. They
were all very much better, but in spite of
Si's eagerness he could see little hope that
they would be able to march that nizght.
Gid and Monty were so weak that they
could scarcely walk to the spring and
back, and Pete could not set his foot to
the ground without great pain.

After a thorough wash all around, and
fresh poulticing, Si and Shorty climbed
the tall tulip-tree for an anxious survey
of the country.

The view was even mare exciting than
the day before. They could actually
make ont moving troops, and much nearer
than yesterday. Buat they seemed to move
with such inordinate slowness. The only
way that it could be told that they wera
moving at all was by the clonds of dust,
and secing the elear spot in the road
lengthen out behind them. It was much
too far to tell to which side the troops
helonged, and 8i and Shorty scouted each
other's guesses as to this or that sizn.
They were both too eager to believe thae
thing they hoped for, to have much confi-
dence in their own judgment. ° hlaz-
ing sun overhead - at length reminded
them that it was noon, and they must go
to the road to meet Annt Minerva Ann.

“We must carry Pete down to her,”
said Si. *“Her heart is set on seeing him,
and it won't do to dbmﬁpoint her. She's
bin too good to us. “I'il carry him down
and back.”

“No you won't, 8i Klerg,” said Shorty
with jealous asperity; “nobody carries that
bor but me.”

They found 'Nervy Ann  waiting for
them, with two of her particulur cronies,
whom she had let into her secret. They
went into raptures over Pete, and lav-
ished endenrments upon him, until his
fuce was redder than Shorty’s. They
could not pity his sore foot euough, and
with much pitying crooning unbonnd and
replaced the bandages in a way that Pete,
in spite of his loyalty to Shorty, had to
confess was much more comfurtable than
his methods. They pleaded to be allowed
to take Pete home with them and nurse
him, and get lim away from the harnts,
which they were sure were responsible
for his troubles, as well as those of the
rest of the boys. The great wonder was
that any of them were alive. Buat 8i nor
Shorty  would consent, and Pete was
equally resolute. Aunt Minerva Ann w3
going straight home, to make a bread-and-
milk poultice, but they feared to wait for
her., They must go back to the enbin and
the tulip-tree. Annt Minerva Ann
then produced another jug of sweet milk,
and from her eapacious bosom brought
forth some boiled cggs. One of the other
women had brought a broiled chicken,
and the other a crock, containing a hare
stew, Each wns jealonsly exacting that
Pete should eat and enjoy some of her
gift before her eves.

The partners hurried back to their troe.
The sight from there thrilled them to the
marrow. The troops were certainly ad-
vancing, and they wera eavalry. More-
over, they must be Union eavalry, for
there was another bhody of cavalry hur-
hying up the road to meet them. But the
distance made the movements of each
seem slower than the erawling of snnils,
The hours wore away toward sunset befors
the tweo bodles came into each other's
presence.  Then the partners saw the lit-
tle puffs as the andvanced goards encorn-
tered: they saw long lines of puffs streteh-
itz across the open ground as the skirm-
ishers came  together, and finslly they
saw the Uuion envalry rush toward theig
enemics, and seatter them in a wil
chiarge. They strained thelr eves to fole
low the movements of each, but they diss
appeared in the timber, and darkoess pres-
ently closed down.

The exeited partners elimmbed down nnd
wentl back to their boys, and looked them
over anxiously. But even thelr sanguine
eres conld pot see the slightest hope that
they ecould travel a mile that night. They
sndly resigned themsslves to the inevits
able, and made their prepavutions fop
spending another night there.

After getting the boys made as com-
fortable as possible, Si and Shorty sat
and talked the matter over interminably,
speculating as to what eavalry they had
seen, with each having his opinion ns to
the particnlar regiment thnt had gotten
that far and made that quick, decisive
charge, and whither the raid was likely
to extend.

At length fatigue overpowered them
and they lay down beside the others and
went to sleep. -

It was broad daylicht when Si wnae
awakened by a sharp kick in his side, and
the stern command:

“Hyah, vo' Yanks, wake up thar and
surrender!”

He sat up and looked about,

The man who had kicked himy, a rebel
officer, stood ecovering him with o Inrpe
revolver.  About him were eight or 10
rebe! eavalrymon, with earbines leveled.

“Kick them other fellers an® wiake
them,"” eommanded the officer to his mon.
“P've hearn tell so much 'bout the burnts
at ole Dan Harpster's eabin,” he suid to
Si, “that I concloded that 1'd visit the
place and find ont "bont "em. T thought
I'd keteh same layersout or hoss thieves,
thougl, 1 didu't expect a Int o° Yanks,
Whar in the world 'd you'uns 2l comg

in

imitation as he conld of a cat-bird’s call,

from?”
{To be continued.)




